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Memo of the informal technical discussion on litter items hierarchical list of 
EU and EU Member State Contacts of HELCOM EG Marine Litter  

(2 May 2022) 
 

An informal technical discussion of the EU and EU Member State Contacts of HELCOM EG Marine Litter was held 
online on 2 May 2022. The aim of the technical discussion was to share information in relation to marine litter 
issues to be considered in the upcoming IC STATE&CONSERVATION 1-2022 (e.g. microlitter monitoring guidelines 
for sediments and water column), as well as to discuss the work of HELCOM BLUES A3 in connection with the 
litter items hierarchical list and the marine litter dedicated section in HOLAS3. 

The list of participants is contained in Annex 1.  

The participants took note of the technical workshop of the HELCOM BLUES microlitter group (Activity 3.2) on 
drafting microlitter monitoring guidelines (HELCOM BLUES WS 3.2-2022) held online on 8 February 2022. The 
workshop of a technical nature, presented and further developed, based on the input by the workshop, the draft 
monitoring guidelines for microlitter in sediments and in surface water prepared within the project.  

The participants took note that the workshop discussed how to further develop the draft monitoring guidelines 
and agreed that the leads of the work on the draft monitoring guidelines would provide revised draft versions of 
the guidelines for EG Marine Litter to comment so that the draft documents could be further developed and 
submitted to STATE & CONSERVATION 16-2022 for consideration by 14 April 2022.  

The participants took note that no additional input to any of the two draft guidelines and that they were finalised 
based on the input provided by the workshop and submitted to IC STATE & CONSERVATION 1-2022 for 
consideration (document 3MA-8 and attachment, and document 3MA-9 and attachment).  

The participants took note that IC STATE & CONSERVATION 1-2022 will be held on 9-13 May 2022 and that EG 
Marine Litter will be updated of the follow up of the informal consultation session.  

The participants recalled that for the task on beach litter within A3 HELCOM BLUES, a hierarchical list was 
developed which was checked by Finnish and German representatives of the microlitter group in A3 HELCOM 
BLUES. The participants recalled that the list was subsequently shared with the whole expert group for 
commenting. Input as provided by Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany and Sweden, was compiled both in Excel 
and word format and shared before this informal technical discussion.  

The participants discussed all the input provided to the litter items hierarchical list, and in particular unresolved 
questions, marked with an asterisk. The participants supported the approach to be taken when addressing each 
of the questions as included in Annex 2.  

The participants took note of the information that discussions within the A3 HELCOM BLUES are being held on 
how to visualise the beach litter information in HOLAS3. Preliminary ideas are to show the medium and average 
values of total litter items found in beaches and compare them to the threshold value at HELCOM scale 2 (sub-
basins) so that areas are identified as green or red, depending on whether they are in good environmental status 
or not. Locations of where the stations are will be shown but not the data for each of the location, which will be 
available as metadata. The rest of the assessment results will be shown in a table format.  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%20BLUES%20WS%203.2-2022-999/default.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/IC%20STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%201-2022-1033/MeetingDocuments/3MA-8%20Draft%20guidelines%20on%20monitoring%20of%20microlitter%20in%20seabed%20sediments%20in%20the%20Baltic%20Sea.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/IC%20STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%201-2022-1033/MeetingDocuments/3MA-8%20att.1%20Draft%20guidelines%20on%20monitoring%20of%20microlitter%20in%20seabed%20sediments%20in%20the%20Baltic%20Sea.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/IC%20STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%201-2022-1033/MeetingDocuments/3MA-9%20Draft%20guidelines%20on%20monitoring%20of%20microlitter%20in%20water%20column%20in%20the%20Baltic%20Sea.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/IC%20STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%201-2022-1033/MeetingDocuments/3MA-9%20Att.1%20Draft%20guidelines%20on%20monitoring%20of%20microlitter%20in%20water%20column%20in%20the%20Baltic%20Sea.pdf
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The participants took note that they are invited to provide suggestions for beach litter data visualisation to the 
Secretariat (marta.ruiz@helcom.fi).  

  

mailto:marta.ruiz@helcom.fi
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Annex 1 List of participants 
 

Name Organisation Email address 

Estonia 
Natalja Buhhalko Tallinn University of Technology Natalja.Buhhalko@taltech.ee  
Tiia Möller University of Tartu tiia.moller@ut.ee 
Finland 
Sanna Suikkanen Finnish Environment Institute, SYKE Sanna.Suikkanen@syke.fi  
Germany 
Dennis Gräwe State Agency for Environment, Nature 

Conservation and Geology, 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern (LUNG M-V) 

dennis.graewe@lung.mv-
regierung.de 

Karin Pliquett State agency for Agriculture, 
Environment and Rural Areas 

Karin.Pliquett@llur.landsh.de  

Latvia 
Marta Barone Latvian Institute of Aquatic Ecology marta.barone@lhei.lv  
Ieva Putna Latvian Institute of Aquatic Ecology ieva.putna@lhei.lv  
Sweden 
Eva Blidberg Keep Sweden Tidy Eva.Blidberg@hsr.se 
HELCOM Secretariat 
Marta Ruiz HELCOM Secretariat Marta.Ruiz@helcom.fi  

 

mailto:Natalja.Buhhalko@taltech.ee
mailto:tiia.moller@ut.ee
mailto:Sanna.Suikkanen@syke.fi
mailto:dennis.graewe@lung.mv-regierung.de
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mailto:Karin.Pliquett@llur.landsh.de
mailto:marta.barone@lhei.lv
mailto:ieva.putna@lhei.lv
mailto:Marta.Ruiz@helcom.fi
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Annex 2 Approach to be taken when addressing each of the questions raised in the litter items 
hierarchical list  

 2 May 2022 
General comment:  
SE: Remove all litter items without J-code? 
EE: We've been using MARLIN so far on our fieldworks. In some cases I saw the need for having several MARLIN categories 
under the final main category (joint category) - is it possible to add? 

 

Reporting ID 
HELCOM 

Common name Notes/comments  

R1 Plastic six-pack rings Ok  
R2* Plastic Bags All plastic bags, remains from tear-off, and dog faeces bag 

DK: G2 not used in Denmark 
DK: Has moved J5 from R25.  
SE: I'm not sure how easy it is to identify this item therefore maybe PL24 is 
more likely. 
FI: (Sanna/Atte/Julia): These may not be easily recognized when worn, after subjected to 
sun, rain, and other damage. 
EE: if possible, would be better to have pl24 and pl07 both here - the remaining part is 
the same material than bag itself 
All SUP? Can we include J5 The remains? 

All plastic bags, remains 
from tear-off, and dog 
faeces bag belong to R2 

R3* Plastic bottles Only some are SUP 
DK: G6 - Delete this one and replace it with J13/G13, because G6 is a seafloor 
litter code and not a beach litter code. It has neither assigned a specific J-, 
OSPAR or MARLIN codes. 

G13 will be moved to R3 
(other plastic and 
containers moved to plastic 
bottles).  

R4* Plastic packaging for 
food 

All are SUP 
Both polystyrene and foamed polystyrene 
DK: Add also OSPAR code 6 and 21 
 
Includes plastic packaging for food, cups, and lids, plastic crisps and sweet 
wrappers, lolly sticks etc. Correct common name? 

Add also OSPAR code 6 and 
21. 
Common name: Plastic 
packaging for food and 
beverage 

R5* Larger plastic containers No J-code  
DK: J13/G13 is a beach litter code that corresponds to seafloor litter code G6. I 
suggest moving G13 to bottles. 
DK: Consider deleting G38 because it is a seafloor litter code and not a beach 
litter code. It has neither assigned a specific J-, OSPAR or MARLIN codes. 

G13 will be moved to R3 and 
G38 will be deleted because 
it is not a beach litter code. 
PL16 will be moved to R25 
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DE: PL16 Sheeting (tarpaulin or other woven plastic bags, palette wrap) ? 
Yes, could be PL16 as well even though I see PL16 as rather large item 
compared to this but there is no indication of size so I guess it could be either 
of them. 
SE: PL24? 

which is various plastic litter 
items and fragments.  

R6* Plastic caps and lids No J-code 
All SUP? One is non-food. 
DK: G20 not used in Denmark. 

Keep G20 which is useful for 
those countries using it (i.a. 
Poland).  

R7 Plastic toys and party 
poppers 

Ok  

R8* Plastic cutlery, plates, 
trays, stirrers, and straws 

All are SUP 
 

The assumption is made 
that all of the are SUP, even 
though there are items 
which be used several 
times. The concept of SUP is 
from the producer 
perspective.  
Propose to EU TG Litter to 
divide this category in two 
ones, so that we identify 
SUP from those which are 
not. 

R9* Mesh bags J-code is more specific, agricultural products. The other codes are not that 
specific. Common name: Mesh bags for food? 

Mesh bags not only for food 
can be included, thus 
suggest using “mesh bags”. 

R10 Plastic syringes/needles Ok  
R11 Plastic gloves 

(industrial/professional 
applications) 

Ok  

R12* Plastic tags (fishing, 
shipping, farming and 
industry) 

SE: PL24? 
FI: We’ve never come across these. 
EE: Yes, we have found those in the coasts of Estonia and put under pl24 

Historically PL24 have been 
used, but for the future R12 
will be used.  

R13* Plastic nets and pieces of 
nets 

All are Fishing gear 
DE: Dolly ropes are not used in the Baltic Sea: 

Move J32 (dolly rope) to 
collective name of strings & 
cords, because it has 
previously been recorded as 
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https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2012-2020-
734/MeetingDocuments/7-
6%20RAP%20Marine%20Litter%20Action%20RS9%20on%20dolly%20rope.pdf 
DK: We have actually last year in 2021 found two strings of dolly rope at a Baltic 
HELCOM beach in DK 
DK: Move J32 (dolly rope) to collective name of strings & cords, because it has 
previously been recorded as such and not as piece of nets. 
DK: add also OSPAR code 33. 
 

such and not as piece of 
nets 

R14 Plastic gloves 
(household/dishwashing, 
gardening) 

Ok  

R15* Other fishing gear All are fishing gear 
DK: add also OSPAR code 34 to J57 and J58. 
DK: Even though G61 originally was a seafloor litter code and not a beach litter 
code, it has now been assigned with a J-code. So, it seems Ok to have it on the 
common list, although not really used?  
DK: J61 – OSPAR 48, also in R25? Move? 

Add also OSPAR code 34 to 
J57 and J58. 
J61 – OSPAR 48 to be moved 
to R25. 
 

R16* Plastic rope, string, and 
cords 

One is fishing gear 
DK: Add also OSPAR code 32 
DK: code for dolly rope strings are missing here 
DK: Move J32 (dolly rope) to collective name of strings & cords, because it has 
previously been recorded as such and not as piece of nets.  
SE: ok 

Move J32 (dolly rope) to 
collective name of strings & 
cords, because it has 
previously been recorded as 
such and not as piece of 
nets. 

R17 Plastic fishing line Ok  
R18* Floats and buoys Both fishing gear and non-fishing gear All kind of floats and buoys, 

fishing gear and non-fishing 
gear. 

R19 Plastic strapping bands Ok  
R20* Plastic sheets From industrial packaging, greenhouses etc. All kind of plastic sheets, 

from packaging, 
greenhouses etc. 

R21 Fibre glass items Ok  
R22 Plastic cigarette lighters Ok  
R23 Cigarette butts With filters (plastic). In the common name? 

Ok 
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R24* Other plastic fragments Fragments >2,5 cm 
Smaller fragments are excluded 
SE: This is a difficult category as it does not only contain both fragments and 
objects even if they are not identifiable (compare with G124). PL24? 
SE: includes both items and fragments as well as foamed plastic and non-
foamed plastic. 
DK: Change the collective name to "Fragments of foamed plastic" - and in 
principle only "bathing and kitchen sponges" are recorded here even though 
they can be regarded as items and not always fragments. Other formaed plastic 
items should be registered elsewhere. 
EE: J239 - FP01 - atrpoly, foam sponge 
DK: G73 includes foamed plastic items and J257 foamed plastic packaging. 
What common name?  
DK: add also OSPAR code 46 
DK: add also OSPAR code 47 
SE: J257 - FP02 or FP05? 
FI: J257 - If not restricted to food, but other packaging as well, I would place it 
in FP05. 
EE: Why not fp04 - artpoly foam (insulation and packaging) 
SE: Ok 

Keep the common name as 
it is, with the understanding 
that it refers to fragments 
>2,5 cm. 

R25* Other identifiable plastic 
litter items 

DK: G74 not used in Denmark 
DG: G135 - CL01 Clothing, shoes, hats & towels?  
I don't think it is registered as textile if it is made by plastic material. 
DK: Delete G135 because it is a seafloor litter code and not a beach litter code. 
It has neither assigned a specific J-, OSPAR or MARLIN codes. 
DK: Change the collective name to "Various plastic identifiable litter items". 
Fragments are only recorded here if they can be assigned to an identifiable 
items, which is the general principle for all identifiable items on the list 
DE: J243 - While I have actually seen plastic parts of fireworks when walking on 
the beach as well, I am unsure if any have been on the monitoring beaches. I 
would however support having them in the list. 
EE: J88, PL24 -  I'd have here OT03 - apiances & electronics 
DE: J136 - Plastic (under J-code) vs. rubber (under MARLIN/UNEP) !? 
As below, I should say PL24 here but I'm not sure. Most shoes, even rubber 
boots, are made of plastic, I believe? 
FI: J136 - I think PL24 is more accurate. 

Change the collective name 
to "Various plastic 
identifiable litter items". 
OT03 will be moved here.  
For the future, consider 
dividing plastic rubber 
boots from  
Rubber for those countries 
using the MARLIN protocol.  
Recommend having J243 in 
all lists so that it is linked to 
the related action in the 
RAP ML.  
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DK: J253 - OSPAR code 1052, G301 according to EEA/MLW database 
DK: J256 must instead be moved and aggregated with other foam fragments 
under J73/G73 
SE: G74 – Same as J257? 
DK: G74 - Delete this one and replace it with J257/G73 under foamed plastic 
fragments, because G74 is not a beach litter code. 
SE: J166 – Plastic paint brushes. This is plastic but seems to be wood in the 
German protocol? 
DK: J28/G28 pens are missing.  
SE: J28/G28 Ok 

R26* Rubber tyres and belts SE: G128 - This is merged with G130 according to the Baseline report. Correct 
or not? 

To be merged in the 
baseline report 

R27 Rubber condoms 
including packaging 

Ok  

R28* Other rubber items One SUP litter item 
DE: RB02 Footwear (flip-flops) ? 
Is flip-flops under RB02 a separate item or only an example for rubber footwear 
(RB02 Footwear (flip-flops, rubber boots, …))? Good question. I should say only 
flip-flops because there is no etc. but I'm not sure. Anyone else who knows? 
SE: J126 - RB01 includes toys made in rubber. 

“Other rubber items” 
includes other items than 
flip-flops.  

R29* Textile or mixed 
materials 

Includes shoes, clothing, cloth textile clothing and footwear, gloves etc. Merged 
with R32? 
G135 is also in R25 – check out – SE: Delete according to DK 

Includes shoes, clothing, 
cloth textile clothing and 
footwear, gloves etc., 
related to personal clothing 
items 

R30 Cloth textile carpet and 
furnishing 

Ok  

R31 Hessian sacks/packaging Ok  
R32* Other textiles Includes, bags, sails, other textiles  Includes bags, sails, and 

other textiles that are not 
related to personal clothing 
items 

R33* Paper items excluding 
newspapers 

SE: Consider merging R33 and R34. All paper items in one group/material or is 
newspaper of special interest? 

“Paper items excluding 
newspapers and 
magazines” as a common 
name  
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R34 Newspapers and 

magazines 
Ok  

R35 Wooden corks Ok  
R36 Wooden pallets and 

boxes 
DG: J164 - WD06 Other (specify)? 
In the MARLIN protocol it WD04 says boxes, I don't think the surveyors make 
any difference.  
FI: J164 - I don’t think we need to specify wooden boxes, IF there is not a 
considerable difference in surface coating, such as chemicals used in 
impregnated wood. 

 

R37 Wooden crab/lobster 
pots 

Ok  

R38 Wooden ice-cream 
sticks, chip forks, 
chopsticks, toothpicks 

Ok  

R39* Other wooden items DE: J167 - See also Plastic parts of fireworks  
DK: G173 not used in Denmark 

J167 to be included under 
R39 

R40 Metal fisheries related 
weights/sinkers, and 
lures 

Ok  

R41 Metal foil wrappers, 
aluminium foil 

Ok  

R42 Wire, wire mesh, barbed 
wire 

Ok  

 Metal bottle caps, lids 
and pull tabs from cans 

Ok 
No R-number 

 

R43 Metal drink cans Ok  
 Metal food cans Ok  
R44* Metal drums, barrels, 

and paint tins 
DK: Metal food cans - J176/G176 and OSPAR code 82 is missing. To be 
aggregated with R44? 
 

See R47 

R45 Metal lobster/crab pots Ok  
R46 Metal disposable BBQs Ok  
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R47* Other metal items and 
pieces 

SE: Can be ML10 Other metal, including electronic devices but we also have a category 
called OT03 Appliances and electronics 
FI: I think OT03 would be more suitable for all devices and parts of devices since their 
origin seem very different from “other metal”. 
SE: J130 - According to the Baseline report, this is merged with G128 and Ospar 52. Correct 
or not? I think it is more related to metal material. 
DK: G197 not used in Denmark  
 

Metal food cans - 
J176/G176 and OSPAR code 
82 to be included. 
To include OT03 to R47.  
To check whether adding 
OSPAR 52 is appropriate.  
 
 

R48 Glass light bulbs and 
tubes 

Ok  

R49 Glass ceramic 
construction materials 
(bricks, tiles, cement) 

Ok  

R50* Other glass and ceramic 
items 

DE: J201 - Due to where the monitoring beaches are situated it is less likely in 
SH that jars will be found intact, while glass shards are very common, many 
worn down to sea glass  
DK: J207 - DK are not using 981 and 982 here 
DE: J208 - So far we do count glass or ceramic shards separately 
 

Other glass and ceramic 
items, with the 
understanding that only 
fragments that come from a 
bottle are to be counted 
like a bottle. Try to separate 
other glass from ceramic 
shards in the different lists.   

R51* Sanitary items, mixed 
materials 

Some SUP items 
SE: J236, J237 - Moved from sanitary items to G124 according to the Conversion list. In 
that list, they only have materials, not a Sanitary litter-category as a mixed material 
category. Is this what we want?  
SE: J246 - Moved from sanitary items to G124 according to the Conversion list. 
In that list, they only have materials, not a Sanitary litter-category as a mixed 
material category. Is this what we want? 
SE: J246 - Moved back to sanitary items, due to how cotton bud sticks are registered by 
HELCOM countries. 
DK: J95 - add also OSPAR code 98 
DK: J236 - OSPAR code 102 
DK: J252 - OSPAR code 1052, G302 according to EEA/MLW database 
DE: J252 - could use 25 or 113 
FI: J252 - This could also fit in sanitary OT02, (although several sanitary litter 
items could be considered as an own category, due to being so common, such 
as q-tips, band-aids). 

Not to include J236, nor J237 
nor J246 in G124. 
Not to include OT02 to PL9. 
To include OSPAR code 98 in 
J95?? 
To include OSPAR code 102 
in J236. 
To include OSPAR code 
1052 to J252. 
To include OSPAR code 105 
to J211. 
Common name: “Sanitary 
and medical items, mixed 
materials”. 
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SE: J252 - Changed to OT02 since Germany also put it in Sanitary items – or 
medical item? 
EE: Why not PL09? 
SE: According to the Conversion list together with J41. Correct to put together 
with other gloves? 
DK: J211 - add also OSPAR code 105 

R52 Organic food waste Excluded in HOLAS III?  
DE: Not counted in Germany. 

Category to be included as 
part of HOLAS3, based on 
data availability.  

R53 Chemicals  Excluded in HOLAS III? 
DK: G214 could be assigned together with J216. 

Category to be included as 
part of HOLAS3, based on 
data availability. 

R54 Paraffin, wax, or 
paraffin-like chemicals 

Excluded in HOLAS III? 
DK: G213 could be assigned together with J217. 

Category to be included as 
part of HOLAS3, based on 
data availability. 
In DE they are using a pilot 
monitoring for Paraffin.  
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